Precious and the Puggies by Alexander McCall Smith 
translated into Scots by James Robertson

[image: Map

Description automatically generated with low confidence]

Prose Fiction Teaching Unit of Work for Level 2
(Upper Primary / Lower Secondary)


Introduction
Most of the tasks in this unit of work are based around Reading activities, with associated Talk and Listening activities. With the expectation that the novel is to be used in the Primary classroom, most are centred on CfE level 2. There is no attempt to follow a Core/Extension/Support structure, as Accessibility has been the watchword; differentiation for different learners will be achieved mainly by the number of tasks performed.
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Before starting
Here are the important names in your book
Put them into the grid below
RAMOTSWE
OBED
BOTSWANA
PRECIOUS
Chapters 1 and 2
Read the chapters, then discuss these tasks with a partner
1. Hoo tae deal wi a Lion
Whit’s the best? (Gie plusses n minuses – and explain them)
· Build a wee fence wi sticks and wire
· Leave the gate open
· Throw dust an husks up its nose
· Mak a right noise wi pots an pans
Then pit them in the right order best tae worst

2. In the Meal Bin
Have you ever hidden somewhere?
Describe in detail what it was like. How much can you write?
OR
Use the ETTERCAPS acrostic to write a describing sentence starting with each letter …
E
T
T etc.
Chapters 3 and 4: A First Case … and Cakes
1. Take turns.
In pairs, read the description of the cake. One to read aloud, the other to listen then note down all you can about it. Then swap.
Next, do the same for the jeely piece
2. Talk about these 2 cases.
Are they related maybe?
Take notes. How are they the same? How different?
3. The Witnesses
The two witnesses: Tapiwa and Sepo
Take down the notes about them for Precious’s notebook
· What they say
· Any important points to make about them?
Chapters 5 and 6: A Suspect … and a Clue!
1. To be a detective, you have to tell the difference between what is True, and what people THINK. That is, the difference between FACT and OPINION.
With a partner, make up two lists for these Chapters: make the heading for one FACTS, and the other OPINIONS.
2. Now, with the same partner, SCRIPT a conversation taking place between TWO children in the class at the beginning of Chapter 6. Make one of the children someone who pays attention to what everybody else is saying, while the other just wants to stick to the facts. How much can you write?
3. Did you spot the clue? ON YOUR OWN note down what it is, and why it is important.
Chapters 7 and 8: Solving the Case!
1. In pairs, discuss, then note down:
(a) How Precious’s dream helped her make a plan
(b) What else does Precious’s dream show about her?
2. To Bake a Cake
(a) Listen to a reading of when Precious makes her special cake.
(b) Then IN YOUR OWN WORDS turn it into a set of INSTRUCTIONS
3. Some time later, Precious decides to write a special entry in her diary which she will call “My First Case”. To help her remember the important things about it, she notes down some headings:
What made me Want to be a Detective … 
The Crime … 
Listening to Witnesses …
Checking the Evidence …
Solving the Crime!
Write this special entry in your own words
TAKE FIVES
Chapter 1
1. What age is Precious in the picture?
2. Botswana – North, South, East or West of Africa?
3. What is the Kalahari?
4. What is unusual about ‘the muckle river in the north’?
5. What wild craiturs are there in Botswana?
Chapter 2
1. How sharp were the lion’s teeth?
2. What were like ‘gairden pots’, and what were they for?
3. What did the lion do when Obed flung the stoorie huils?
4. What did the villagers do?
5. What first put the idea of being a detective in Precious’s mind?
Chapter 3
1. How was Precious wrong about her first case?
2. Where was the school, and what was good about it?
3. What was Rule Nummer Yin?
4. Who first noticed the problem at the school?
5. What was the evidence?
Chapter 4: Answers for Questions
What questions match the following answers?
1. ‘slaistered wi delicious reid jelly’
2. At denner time
3.  ‘a voice that wis wee-er and mair squaiky’
4.  ‘I didna tak it’
5. Precious needs to be sure
(Remember, some of these answers may match more than one question…)
Chapter 5: Who? What? Where? When? Why?
1. Who was the class’s first suspect?
2. What was the evidence?
3. Where had the iced bannocks been?
4. When did Precious’s ‘bluid turn tae ice’?
5. Why did the teacher come out?
These questions get used all the time when we want to understand what has happened. Now try them yourselves…
Chapter 6 
Make up your own Take 5 for this chapter.
Try to have one question for EACH of the 5 W’s
Chapters 7 and 8: A Special Take 10
What questions match the following answers?
1. Reid-haundit
2. Ablow some trees
3. It’s a doddle, ye ken
4. She keeked aboot for her freens
5. It smelt brawsome
6. This buckie
7. For aw their pliskies and cantrips
8. A muckle wheeplin sound
9. Heid and heels steekit
10. Nummer yin cake


WIN YOUR OWN DETECTIVE BADGE
Level 1
Fin the wurd ! Use the meaning tae fin the wurd oan the page
Chapter 1: great! (p. 1), thirsty (p. 3), called (p. 5), other (p. 11), enough (p. 11)
Chapter 4: schuil (p. 38), that (p. 41), maybe (p. 42), unhappy (p. 43), pointed (p. 45)
Etc. 
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