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Introduction

In this wee gem of a book, Matthew Fitt and James Robertson translate six of the best known fairy tales into Scots, though there is as much English as Scots in it i.e. the words common to both languages but maybe pronounced or spelt differently. The stories are The Three Wee Pigs, Cinderella, Rumpelstiltskin, Snaw White, The Billy Goats Gruff and Wee Reid Ridin Hood. 
A few of the stories, such as The Three Wee Pigs or The Billy Goats Gruff, could be read to, or even read by, children at the Early Stage of CfE, though some of the stories could be read in their entirety to most children during Stage 1 and read by most at Stage 2. Yet even at Stage 3, secondary children could still have fun hearing or reading some of these stories together, especially because they are in Scots, before maybe going on to write their own scripts, or comparing them with well known English versions of the same stories.
At all the stages it is vital that children hear the stories, or bits of the stories, read well before they read them on their own, or in groups.  Some children, especially if they are not accustomed to seeing or reading texts in Scots, might also need support and time to adjust to the different linguistic choices, idioms and structures of written Scots.
Each story follows the same pattern of the narrative line in prose but the dialogue written in rhyme. This could lead to some creative writing or word games via changing some of the rhymes or other word choices, perhaps to suit the local dialect or pronunciation.
Probably most children will have heard these fairy tales at a younger age, but the teacher may feel it is still important to check, depending on the stage, and on the cultural make-up of the class, just how familiar the children are with each story before reading it. This could be done in groups, possibly with each child adding a sentence or two via a ‘what happens next?’ game. 
As always, the class teacher is the best judge of which stories might suit a class or group and which tasks are appropriate and these can easily be adapted to suit their needs. 
Sometimes the questions or tasks, or parts of them, are written in Scots, sometimes in English and sometimes in a mixture of both, with alternative spellings shown, and again the teacher should feel free to change or adapt this to suit their own class or community. 
The unit is designed so that for the most part pupils can write on the downloaded/ photocopied pages.

The Three Wee Pigs
Introduction

Firstly go over the main outlines of the story either as a whole class or in groups (see above) The opening words of the story immediately stress that this story comes from ‘lang, lang ago in the days o lang syne’ which may well need explanation, and it is used in all the other stories.
 
This departure from ‘once upon a time’ etc opening helps prepare for the gear change into Scots of paragraph two where there are several words that tell us we are in a slightly different language field, especially the introduction of ‘grumphie’ (but not a grumpy), probably a new pig word for most, though the title and the opening line have already used ‘pigs’ and then ‘wan o these’ clearly refers to pigs which virtually explains the new word. This is done a number of times in the story so look out for more examples when asking children what they think a new word means. 

First Wee Piggy Steps

Who is in the story?

Working in pairs, find the words used to describe each pig in pages1-2 and write them under the name of each pig. You can draw them if you want.

Johnny the Dowper





Slaverie Sam





Alan


Explain who, where and why in the boxes below, or draw yer ain boaxes. This can be done in pairs or small groups.

	Who / Whae / Wha?

Who wanted tae stey at hame an who wanted to leave / lea? 








Wha / whae  dae they meet on the road?





Who helps them? 







Wha was the ‘baddie’ in the story and whit did he leuk / look like?  







Who was the cleverest in the end? 
	 Where/ Whaur + What / Whit?

Where does the story stert / start?




Whaur dae the pigs go?




Did they find whit they wanted?  




What dae they dae that shows this?





What does he dae that shows this?







What does he dae that shows this?






	Why + How?

Why did two of the pigs want to lea hame / leave home?




Why did wee Alan no want tae go?




Were all the pigs clever? Why?






How did the wolf show he was awfae cunning or sneaky?







Why was the wolf no sae clever in the end?






Missing Words

A. Pick words from the list below to fill in the missing words in these sentences:

awa,    wabbit,    lowped,    leavin,    hoose,    bigg,   blether. 

1. The three wee piggies were busy haein a piggy _ _ _ _ _ _ _   

2. Johnny the Dowper  _ _ _ _ _ _   up and doon then stapped.     

3. Alan carried on his road _ _ _ _ _ _ Sam alane tae _ _ _ _  his  _ _ _ _ _  

4. It’s late and I’m _ _ _ _ _ _  and I’m _ _ _  tae ma bed soon.       


B. Choose another word (Scots or English) to fit in the blanks in these sentences from the story. The page numbers are in brackets.

1. Johnny the Dowper’s best pal was a  ..........     ................   o a pig  (p. 1).

2. Dinnae you  .............   it  AND  dinnae be a daft  ......................   (p. 2)

3. I think this ......................  piggie’s .....................................  (p. 5)

4. In a wee while an  ..........   .............  wolf came by and  .................   in through the windae  (p. 7)


Words Inside Words

See how many shorter words you can find inside the longer words in the columns below. You could also try to see how many new words you can form using the letters of each word.

grumphies		slaverie		bothering		muckle

  
dumpling		excused		thegither


nothing		chapped		winna	
Scots Word Check 

1. You will find familiar and unfamiliar Scots words in the story. In the columns below, list words (i) you have heard before, e.g. wee or lugs and (ii) words you are not familiar with (have not hard before), e.g. grumphie or dowper.  Each pair or group could do a different page or section.

2. Then find Scots words in the story to match the meanings in column 3 and again say if it is familiar or unfamiliar. The page numbers are in brackets.

	1. Familiar (known word)

e.g.  tottie
 

	2. Unfamiliar (not known)



e.g. grumphie

	3. Meaning

Small, tiny 

pig

called (p. 1-2)

do not (p. 2)

can not (p,4)

bother with or pay attention to (p. 2)

itched (p.4

nose (p.5)

to build  (p.9)

neat, tidy (p.9)

huff and puff (p.9-11)

2 words for very tired on page 12

chimney (p.15-16)




The Odd One Out

Circle the odd one out (the one that is different from the others in some way) in each group below:

lugs 	airm 	heid	 fitt	 wellies

claithes     jaikit    haun     breeks     socks

cauld	freezin	   frosty  feart    snawy	

stane	widd	straw	brick	boulder

hech	pech	keek	lum	bigg / build, 


Describing Words, Writing and Art Work

1. Now think up some more words to describe each of the pigs and also the wolf. If you have already drawn them you can add your describing words below them.

2. Draw or paint your own favourite bit of the story or draw one of the pigs or the wolf doing something silly, nasty, cunning or clever.   

3. Or draw / paint each of the houses or draw the house you would have built to keep the wolf out.

4. Write Alan’s wee letter or postcard or an email to his cousin telling him about where he now stays and what happened on their journey.



Cinderella
Introduction
Before reading the story in Scots, find out how many in the class know the story, or remember bits of it, or don’t know it at all. Also find out how many have heard it read before, read it themselves or seen it in a cartoon version or in a pantomime.
In groups or with the whole class, go over the main outlines of the story and maybe list the characters and key events. If some of the class have seen a panto version, ask them to tell others where it was, what they remember most about it and say whether they liked it or not. 
Cinderella First Steps
a) Listen to the story, or a part of the story, being read by your teacher or someone else.

b) Read bits of it to each other in groups or pairs. 

Who is in the story / tale?
Cinderella				Bumbledina				Hinkellydoo




1. Pick a few words used to describe each sister from pages 17-23 and write them under the name of each. You can draw them if you want.

2. In pairs or groups, list the jobs / chores Cinderella had to do for her sisters (p. 20).

3. Now list some of the things they did or said to her.

4. Fill in the boxes below, or draw yer ain, to answer the questions. Again this can be done in pairs or groups. A lot of the questions ask you to give your opinion, where you say what you think or feel about something or someone.


	The Sisters (and some others) 

How did the sisters treat Cinderella?





What did the sisters think of Cinderella





What did they do when they got the invitation to the ball?




What did the sisters try to do at the ball?




What did they do when the prince came with the slipper?





Who else is in the story?



	Your opinion of them

What did you think of how they treated her?





What did the sisters think of themselves











Did this work or help them in any way? Why?




What must the prince have thought of them?





Do they help or harm Cinderella? How?

	Cinderella and your opinion

How did Cinderella feel about the way she was treated?





Whit dae you think Cinderella thocht / thought o them?





How did she feel when she was left at home?




How did she feel at the ball?




How did she feel when she returned home?




How did she feel at the end?





How do you think the sisters felt at the end?







Missing Words

A. Fill in the missing words in these sentences from the story. Page numbers in brackets.

1. If a bairnie got lost on the way ..........  fae school  etc.  (p. 18)

2. And if she saw an auld man  .....................  wi the caald etc.  (p.18)

3. Even when the sisters’ ............. faces were hidden under  ..........  o make up etc. (p. 22)

4. But Cinderella  etc only had ........  ........  .............. ... tae dress up in etc. (p.23)


B. Choose another word (Scots or English) to fit in the blanks in these sentences from the story.

1. Bumbledina and Hinkellydoo thocht themsels the  .........   ...............  lassies in the toun (p. 21)

2. But Cinderella etc was aye as bonnie as the  .......................................  (p. 23)

3. Politely she  ..............  the sisters if they would  ......  her wi them  (p. 24)

4. Cinderella sat doon  ........  the  ......  an started tae ,,,,,,,,,   (p. 25)

Scots Word List (beasties, other craiters / creatures or plants)
Find the Scots words in the story for 
a. a cow

b. a horse

c. a rat

d. an earwig

e. a turnip

You could draw some of these and label them with the Scots word or both the Scots and English words.
THE WORD WAA / WALL 
Take each of the words out of the word waa / wall, and complete the description it helps to make up. Also add a few others from the story. Can you say what each description means? 
Pick your two favourite ones and try to say why each is good description. Page numbers are in brackets.

	turned their heids 
(p. 17)



	polish the flair (p.20)
	slabberins and slaisterins (p.21)
	hackit faces (p. 22)



	batterin make-up
 (p. 23)



	went stoiterin aff 
(p. 25)
	shimmered wi 
(p. 26)
	raggedy cloots
 (p. 29)


	gossip an gab (p. 31)



	lowped (p.32)
	

	




How did you feel?
Find a bit of the story or even just a few lines that made you:
a) sad
b) angry
c) pleased
d) laugh 

Comparing things
The writer of the story uses some good comparisons by using the words ‘like’ or ‘as’ to create clear word pictures or images, e.g. 
‘face like a coo, lugs like a rabbit’ 
‘as plain and as ordinary as twa tumshies in a field.’
This comparison is called a simile. Find a few more examples. Pick one and explain why you think it is a good comparison, i.e. what does it make you see, hear, smell or feel? 

Rhymes
When people speak in the story or when the characters speak to each other (conversation or dialogue) it is mostly written in rhymes (words that sound the same, e.g. line and mine).
Here are some words to practise finding rhymes. Match up the ones that rhyme:

coo, zoo, prince, noo, mince, fairy, elf, cuddie, hairy, buddy, rat, moose, claes, bat, broon, says soon, lugs, hoose, skelf, dugs, doon. 

Yon’s jist oor sister, Cinderellae
She’s too hackit, poor and smelly.’

Find another example from the story and say why you liked it. 

Try rewriting one of them by changing some of the words, rhymes or spellings. 

Follow-Up

Maybe your teacher could read you a copy of ‘Cinderellae’ from Matthew Fitt’s Reekin Verse, a Scots version of Roald Dahl’s Revolting Rhymes.

Describing Words and Art Work

1. Now think up some more words to describe each of the sisters and also the Fairy Grannie. If you have already drawn them you can add your describing words below them.

2. Draw or paint your own favourite bit of the story or one of the other creatures in the story. 

3. Or draw / paint the coach or the palace. 

Writing a Different Ending
Think of a different way the story could have ended, either happily or unhappily. Retell the ending of the story, maybe starting from where Cinderella returns home from the ball or where the prince chaps on their door the next morning.  Maybe she decides she doesn’t want to live in a palace with a prince or she tells him she’ll decide once she gets to know him a bit better! Or maybe he thinks she’s not as nice after all, though this wouldn’t be a fairy tale ending, would it? 
Rumpelstiltskin
Introduction
Before reading the story in Scots, find out how many in the class know the story, or remember bits of it, can’t remember it or don’t know it at all. Also find out how many have heard it read before, read it themselves or seen it in a comic or cartoon version.
In groups or with the whole class, go over the main outlines of the story and maybe list the characters and key events and ask the class or group to make a short list of these. If some of the class have seen a cartoon version, ask them to tell others what they remember most about it and say whether they liked it or not. 
First Rumple Steps
a) Listen to the story, or a part of the story, being read by your teacher or someone else.

b) Read bits of it to each other in groups or pairs. 

Who is in the tale? 

The Miller		His Dochter		The King		The Wee Man

a. Find the words used to describe each of the above on pages 39-42 and write them under the name of each. You can draw them if you want.

b. In pairs or groups discuss what you think of the miller and the king.  Would you blame one more than the other for making the girl spin straw into gold or would you blame them equally? Explain why you think this.

c. Did the girl have any choice in the matter or any chance to avoid it or escape?
Why do you think this was the case?

d. Fill in the boxes below, or draw yer ain boaxes, to answer the questions. Again this can be done in pairs or groups.
	What and who etc? 

Whit did the Miller say or dae that wasnae very clever / wise?  






Whit did the king want most / maist at the start?





Whit did he dae tae make things mair difficult for her?




Whit did he dae that might hae made ye change / chynge yer mind? 




Whit wis yer first impression (whit ye first thocht) o the wee man?




Wha else is in the story?





	Why etc? 

Why did he dae this? 








Why did he behave like this? 






Why did he dae this?





Why did ye think this?






Why did ye think this?






Dae they help or herm the lassie / queen?  How?

	How (and why) etc? 

Do you think his dochter was happy aboot this? Why?







How did this make the lassie feel?





How did this affect her?





Dae ye think she should’ve married him? Why?





How did she reward him?



Why dae ye think she forgot aw aboot him?




How did the lassie / queen feel at the end?






Missing Words

A. Fill in the missing words or expressions  in these sentences from the list below:

birled,  look guid,  doon,  gie,  waggled,  pooch,  beside himsel,  pey, 

1. He wanted tae mak himself  ......  ...........   in front o the king.  

2. The king was a greedy man and his lugs   ..........   when he heard this. 

3. But whit will ye .......  me tae  .......  for my trouble? 

4. The wee man pit it in his   ..........,   sat  .......  at the wheel an  ............   it three times. 

5. The king was fair  ...........    ...................  wi joy. 

B. Choose another word (Scots or English) to fit in the blanks in these sentences from the story. Page numbers are in brackets.

1. Ye’ll leave me nae choice but tae  ..........    .........   yer heid (p. 44)

2. The wey thon king  ................  ye is a   .............    (p. 45)

3. When the king saw this, he ran aboot the palace like a  ............................... ...........  (p. 45)

4. But the miller’s dochter had naethin  ,,,,,,,,,...........................   (p. 47)

5. ‘Siller and gold mean  ...............  tae me . Your bonnie bairn is whit ............................ 
 (p. 49)

Group or Class Discussion
1. Who was the most foolish person in the story? Why? 

2. How would you feel and what would you do if someone in your family told someone you could do something amazing when you couldn’t? Whit would you dae?

3. Who was the nastiest or cruellest person in the story? Why?

4. Only Rumpelstiltskin is given a name in the story. The others are just the miller, his dochter / daughter, the king etc. Why do you think this is? What names would you give them?
5. THE WORD WAA / WALL 
Replace the English words listed below with Scots words or expressions to complete the word waa / wall:
leaped,  shook,  huge,  spin,  chop off,  ugly,  crying,  woods,  floor,  handed.  
Try tae add a few mair fae the story. Can ye say whit each means? 
Pick yer twa favourite anes an try tae say why they are guid descriptions.
	
l _ _ _ _  d
	
w_  g _ _ _ d
	
_ _ ck _ _ 
	
b _ _ l



	
c_ _ _    a _ _ 
	
_ _ c k _ _ 
	
g _ _ _ _ _ _ 
	
w_ _ _ _

	
f _ _ _ _ 
	
h _ _ _ _ _ _
	

	




Rhymes

When people speak in the story or when the characters speak to each other (conversation or dialogue) it is mostly written in rhymes (words that sound the same), e.g.

‘And if by the morra it’s no aw gold threid
I’m sorry tae say, I’ll chap aff your heid.’

Find another example and say why you liked it.

Think up some words that rhyme with the following: 

straw 		hurl 		spin 		corn		reel 		queen 


Then make up your own two rhyming lines of speech or dialogue as in the story OR you could try rewriting some of them by changing some of the words, rhymes or spellings. 

Matching questions and answers

Match up the following answers to the right questions.

He was a greedy man				Who came back with an odd tale?

To spin straw intae gold			What kind of man was the king?

He would make her his wife			What did she give the wee man the first time? 

A palace servant				What promise did the king make to her?

He was delighted.				What did the king order her to do?

The ring off her finger				How did the king feel when he saw the gold?


Describing Words and Art Work

1. Rumpelstiltskin is described as ‘hackit’ Think up or leuk up some ither Scots or English words tae describe him an then dae a drawing / painting o him.


2. Draw or paint yer ain favourite bit o the story or ane o the ither characters in the story. 


Writing a Different Ending
Think of a different way the story could have ended, either happily or unhappily. Retell the ending of the story, maybe starting from where Rumpelstiltskin returns to remind the queen of her promise or where he returns for the last time.  What would have happened if she hadn’t found out his name or if she came up with a plan to cheat or stop him? Or maybe he had a change of heart or wasn’t really going to take the baby? Or maybe the king did something good and helpful for a change?


Snaw White
Introduction
Before reading the story in Scots, find out how many in the class know the story, or remember bits of it, can’t remember it or don’t know it at all. Also find out how many have heard it read before, read it themselves or seen it in a film or cartoon version or maybe even a pantomime.
In groups or with the whole class, go over the main outlines of the story and maybe list the characters and key events and ask the class or group to make a short list of these. If some of the class have seen a film, cartoon or pantomime version, ask them to tell others what they remember most about it and say whether they liked it or not. 

First Snaw Steps
1. Listen to the story, or a part of the story, being read by your teacher or someone else.

2. Read bits of it to each other in groups or pairs. 

Who is in the story / tale?

The Queen		The Keekin-Gless		Snaw White		The Prince		


Find or think up words to describe each of the above and write them under the name of each. Then add a sentence or two to explain the part they play in the story. You can draw them if you want.
The Seeven Dwarves 
Make a list o their names an write ane word tae describe each beside their name. Whit are their names in English versions o the story? Ye could add them if ye want. Explain the pairt or role the seeven dwarves play in the story.
Fill in the boxes below, or draw yer ain boaxes, tae answer the questions. This can be done in pairs or groups.
	Wha / who and whit etc? 

Whit did the queen dae every day? 




Whit did the mirror always answer?




Whit did the queen decide tae dae?





Whit dwarf wisnae pleased at first? Who was the daftest and who was the maist sensible? 

 



How did the queen fin oot whaur Snaw White wis?
 



Whit did the dwarves think had happened tae Snaw White?


Who saved Snaw White in the end and how did he dae this?



	Whit, how etc? 

Whit does this show or tell us aboot her?




Whit changed wan mornin an how did it make her feel? 




How did she feel aboot Snaw White?





How did they help her?







Whit did she dae noo?





How did they feel aboot this?



How did he sort everythin oot at the end?
	Why? (+ your opinion) 

Did the mirror hae a guid or bad influence on her? Why?




Why did she feel this wey?





Dae ye think she really loved Snaw White? Why?





Whit dae ye think o how they behaved?






Was this the worst thing she did? Why?




Whit does this tell us aboot them?


Dae ye think he wid be a guid king or no? Why?



Missing Words

A. Fill in the missing words or expressions in these sentences from the list below:

keekin,   a stoater,   spierin,   peeliewally,  scoffed,   shoogled.

1. This queen had an auld magic .............  gless.  

2. The queen stared at hersel in the gless ...............  the same question ower and ower again. 

3. ‘Queen you’re a  ................  ‘  

4. The queen’s face turned aw  ...................... 

5. The queen  .....................  wi anger. 

6. Snaw White wis that hungry, she ........................  aw the breid.


B. Choose another word (Scots or English) to fit in the blanks in these sentences from the story.  Page numbers are in brackets.

1. Snaw White   ..................  aw the breid and  ...................  doon  aw the juice (p. 61)

2. Snaw White wis that  ......................  she lay doon on the first bed (p. 61)

3. They were seeven dwarfs that had been  ..................... ...  gold  (p. 62)

4. ‘Hey, whit  ..,,,,,,,,,....   been at ma tea?’ ................ the dwarf .................... Greetie  (p. 62)

5. ‘She’s such a sad  ...............  wee   .................,..  ’ said Big Heid.  (p. 65)

6. It was .................. weather that day but the queen waited there in the  ................  rain 
 (p.67)

Group or Class Discussion
1. We are not told, but what do you think happened to the queen at the end?

2. What do you think should have happened to her?
3. THE WORD WAA / WALL 
Pick five words fae the word waa / wall below and write a sentence for each o them.
Then add a few ithers fae the story. Can ye say whit each ane means? 
Pick your two favourite ones and try to say (in Scots or English or both) why you like them.

	keekin 
	stouter
	wheesht 
	peelieweally



	crabbit 


	greetin 
	guzzled
	wabbit

	dreich 


	brae
	

	




Answers and Questions 
Now don’t answer the question, but QUESTION the ANSWER.
Working with a partner, write down questions to match the answers below.
1.  Jealous and mean

2.  Purple wi rage

3.  A bucket fou o poison

4.  Because she saw hoo bonnie the lassie had become.

5. She immediately drapped doon ontae the flair.

6. She was grinnin fae lug  tae lug.

7. Worried, upset and sad

8.  Overjoyed

Now write a few sentences saying which of the two tasks was more difficult (answering the questions or questioning the answers) and try to say why.      
Rhymes

When people speak in the story or when the characters speak to each other (conversation or dialogue) it is usually written in rhymes, e.g.

‘Roses are reid, violets are blue,
Tell ye whit hen -  it isnae you!’

Find another example and say why you liked it.

Then make up your own two rhyming lines of speech or dialogue in the same style, OR you could try rewriting some of them by changing some of the words, rhymes or spellings. 

Describing Words and Art Work

1. The queen is described as ‘sleekit.’ Think up or leuk up some ither Scots or English words tae describe her and then dae a drawing / painting o her.

2. Pick one of the similes (a comparison using ‘like’ or ‘as’) used in the story and draw what it describes, e.g. ‘as angry as a byke o bees.’

3. Draw or paint some o the dwarves or aw o them if ye can. 

Writing a Drama Script
Reread the dwarves’ conversation in the story, then write your own script showing the conversation or argument they have about how to look after Snaw White, or maybe about what they should get her as a wedding present and what they should wear etc.   
Make up a title for your script. You could either do this on your own or in pairs or in a small group.  You could maybe record or film it and / or act it out once you have practised it and learned your lines.
You should lay it out like this:
GREETIE:	Och, that’s no fair!
GLAIKIT: 	Eh? Whit’s no fair?
He yawns and goes back to sleep.
BIG HEID:	But we’ll need tae get the bonnie lass a guid present. 
The Billy Goats Gruff
Introduction
Before reading the story in Scots, find out how many in the class know the story, or remember bits of it, can’t remember it or don’t know it at all. Also find out how many have heard it read before, read it themselves or seen it in a film or cartoon version.  
In groups or with the whole class, go over the main outlines of the story and maybe list the characters and key events and ask the class or group to make a short list of these. If some of the class have seen a film or cartoon version, ask them to tell others what they remember most about it and say whether they liked it or not. 

First Billy Goat Steps
1. Listen to the story, or a part of the story, being read by your teacher or someone else.

2. Read bits of it to each other in pairs or small groups. 

3. What bit of the story did you like best? Why?

4. What is a troll and what are they supposed to look like? Do you know any other stories about trolls or with a troll in it?


Who / wha  is in the story and whit dae they dae? 

Bairn			Bammy		Bawsey		The Troll

1. Find or think up words to describe each of the above and write them under the name of each. You can draw them if you want.

2. Write a sentence or two to explain what they do in the story.

3. Fill in the boxes below, or draw yer ain, tae answer the questions. This can be done in pairs or groups
	Whaur and whit etc? 

Whaur did the goats stey?  Whit problem did they hae?




Whit did Bairn dae when the grass wis aw feenished?




Whit did Bawsey think o Bammy’s idea?




Whit did Bairn dae when he looked across the burn?




Whit happened when Bairn tried tae cross the bridge? 




Whit happened when Bammy tried and whit wis he like?

 


Who went last and what wis he like?






	Wha  / who, how etc? 

Who had caused the problem and how had they caused it?




Who made the first suggestion an whit wis it?




Who had a better idea and whit wis it?




How did they plan to get to the other side?




How did he persuade the troll tae let him go?




How did he persuade the troll tae let him go?




How did he deal wi the troll?








	Why? (+your opinion) 

Whit does this tell us aboot them?




Wis this a guid idea or no?
Why?




Wis this a guid or bad plan? Why?




Whit wis the problem wi this?





Whit does this tell us aboot Bairn?




Wis this clever or sneaky or whit?

Wis the troll very clever? Did he get whit he deserved? Why?




 





How did you feel?

Find a bit of the story or even just a few lines that made you:

1. laugh

2. angry or annoyed

3. afraid / feart

4. pleased

Can you explain why you felt this?

Missing Words

A. Fill in the missing words in these sentences from the list below:

stervin,   chawed,   brig,   stoor,   glaikit,   tottie.

1. Thae three hungry goats  ...............   that gress every mornin.  

2. They were aye  .............. 

3. ‘Whit aboot aw this lovely   ............  ? ‘  

4. ‘Wha’s that creepin owre ma   .........  ?’ 

5. ‘Oh, Mr Troll sir, I’m  ..............  and wee.’ 

6. ‘Oh, Mr Troll sir, I’m  ...............  and daft.’ 


B. Choose other words (Scots or English) to fit in the blanks in these sentences from the story. Page numbers are in brackets.

1. Bawsey gave him a    ...................   (p. 79)

2. In a wee while, Bammy Billy Goat came  .................   alang the brig.  (p. 81)

3. ‘Get aff ma brig then .................. ................... ..... !  (p. 84)
4. ‘Wha’s that  ................... ...  ower ma brig?’ (p.84

5. But Bawsey Billy Goat wisnae  .................    fae the troll. (p.84)

6. And so they ate up aw the  ...............  green grass until their bellies were roond and  ...............    and  ...................  (p. 86)

THE WORD WAA / WALL 
Pick five words or expression fae the word waa / wall below and write a sentence for each o them. Page numbers are in brackets.
Then  add a few ithers fae the story. Can ye say whit each ane means? 
Pick your two favourite ones and try to say (in Scots or English or both) why you like them.

	a daft doolally 
(p. 76)


	gonnae greet
(p. 78)
	glaikit (p. 78)
	slavers (p. 79)



	lowped (p.79)


	bides (p. 80)
	mair muckle (p. 81)
	soople (p. 83)

	go wrang (p. 83)


	bahookie (p. 86)
	

	





Rhymes

When people speak in the story or when the characters speak to each other (conversation or dialogue) it is mostly written in rhymes, e.g.

‘I jist see an eejit that wants tae herm me.
Weel, answer me this, pal. You and whose ermy?’

Find another example from the story and say why you liked it.

Then make up your own two rhyming lines of speech or dialogue in the same style, OR you could try rewriting some of them by changing some of the words, rhymes or spellings. 

More Comparisons
The writer of the story makes some very good comparisons by using the words ‘like’ or ‘as’ to create clear word pictures or images, e.g. 
‘Wi teeth as sherp as breid knives and eyes the size o fitbaws’ (p. 80) 
 ‘ma heid’s like a stane.’ (p. 83)
This kind of comparison is called a simile. Try to think of some good comparisons using to describe how tired, hot or cold, how fast or slow or how scared or scary someone could be.
Pick one and explain why you think it is a good comparison. i.e. because of what it makes you see, hear, smell or feel? 

Describing Words and Art Work

1. The troll is described as ‘bowfin’ and ‘crabbit.’ Think up or leuk up some ither Scots or English words tae describe him and then dae a drawing / painting o him.

2. Draw or paint Bawsey sendin the troll up into the air or intae the burn or baith.  


Group or Class Discussion
In some ways this is a story about facing up to a bully or somebody / something you are afraid of / feart fae.  How well do you think the goats stood up to a bully?  
Did Bawsey deal with him in the best way? Could he hae done it anither wey?
Have you ever been bullied? What did ye dae? What do you think is the best way to deal with a bully?

Writing Your Own Ending
Discuss with a partner or group other ways this story might have ended, than write your own ending to the story. You can introduce other characters if you want.


Wee Reid Ridin Hood
Introduction
Before reading the story in Scots, find out how many in the class know the story, or remember bits of it, can’t remember it or don’t know it at all. Also find out how many have heard it read before, read it themselves or seen it in a film or cartoon version or maybe in a pantomime.
In groups or with the whole class, go over the main outlines of the story and list the characters and key events and ask the class or group to make a short list of these. If some of the class have seen a film, cartoon or pantomime version, ask them to tell others what they remember most about it and say whether they liked it or not. 

First Wee Reid Steps
1. Listen to the story, or a part of the story, being read by your teacher or someone else.

2. Read bits of it to each other in groups or pairs. 


Who is in the story and whit dae they dae?

Wee Reid Ridin Hood	      Mother	   Grannie	    The Wolf	       The Forester

Find words from the story or think up words of your own to describe each of the above and write them under the name of each. Then add a sentence or two to explain the part they play in the story. You can draw them if you want.
	Wha / who  and whaur etc? 

Whaur did Wee Reid and her mither stey? 



Whaur did her Grannie stey?



Who did she meet an whaur did she meet him?
 


Whaur wis Grannie when the wolf came tae her hoose?
 


Who / whae wis in the bed when Wee Reid arrived?





Whaur did she an her Grannie end up?




Who / wha saved Wee Reid an her Grannie?






	Whit and how etc? 

Whit did her mither ask her tae dae?



Whit did she tell her no tae dae?


Did Wee Reid dae whit she wis tellt?



Whit did he offer tae dae? 




What trick did he play on her?






What puzzled and surprised Wee Reid? 




How did he dae this?






	Why? (and your opinion) 

Why did she ask Wee Reid tae dae this?



Why did she tell her this?



Why did she dae this?




Whit was her answer and
why did she say this?



Whit do his answers tell us aboot the wolf?



 

Dae ye think Wee Reid had learned a lesson after this? Why?





Whit had she learned?


Fill in the boxes below, or draw yer ain, tae answer the questions. This can be done in pairs or groups.

Missing Words


A. Fill in the missing words or expressions in these sentences from the list below:

muckle,     cawed,    poke,     keek,    sleek,   windae,    on the loose,    een.

1. She stayed in a hoose wi her mither on the edge o a  ...............   green forest.  

2. ‘And here’s a  ..........   o aipples tae.’ 

3. Her mither  ..................  tae her through the  ..................

4. ‘They say there’s a wolf oot  .................................   ’

5. Efter a while she stopped rinnin, and had a  ..............  aboot.

6. He had  ............  broon fur and bright yella ...........


B. Choose another word (Scots or English) to fit in the blanks in these sentences from the story. Page numbers are in brackets.

1. ‘Whit’s yer .......................  whit’s your news?’ (p. 90)

2. She forgot aw aboot whit her mither had  ...................  and  .....................  aff the path.
(p. 91)

3. ‘Dae ye ............................  somewhere roond here?’ (p. 92)

4. Wee Reid Ridin Hood ...... ................  whit her mither had said. (p. 95)

5. He .... .................. at Grannie Mutchie’s hoose  first. He  ....................  at the door. (p. 96)

6. Afore she had time tae  ................  he opened his mooth and  ................ .  her up. (p. 97)

Group or Class Discussion
1. Who would you blame most and who would you blame least for what happened to Wee Reid? (her mother, herself, the wolf, her Grannie?) Put them in order from 1- 4, with 1= most to blame and 4 = not at all to blame.

2. What should Wee Reid have done? What would you have done?
THE WORD WAA / WALL 
Replace the English words listed below with Scots words or expressions from the story to complete the word waa / wall:
creatures,  cold,  apples, walk slowly,  flowers,  knocked,  hook or latch,  went in or through,   slice, cuddling up.   
Try tae add a few mair fae the story. Can ye say whit each means? 
Pick yer twa favourite anes an try tae say why they are guid descriptions.
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Scary or Funny or Baith?
Working with a partner, pick bits or lines of the story you think scary or could be scary for some children and then pick some bits you find funny, though maybe some bits could be scary and funny at the same time.
 
	Scary (or could be?)
	Funny
	Bit o Baith?

	e.g.  twenty-seeven teeth ... as sherp as nails. 
	e.g. Her granny smelt as if she needit a guid wash. 
	e.g. Awfae braw ... Whit a lovely surprise!



Rhymes


When people speak in the story or when the characters speak to each other (i.e. conversation or dialogue) it is mostly written in rhymes, e.g.

‘Oh, ye’re a darling,’ Grannie said, ‘I feel such a wreck.
Jist come awa in, the door’s aff the sneck.’

Find another couple of examples and say why you liked them. Then make up your own two rhyming lines of speech or dialogue in the same style, OR you could try rewriting some them by changing some of the words, rhymes or spellings. 


Descriptions and Art Work

The wolf is described as haein ‘sleek broon fur, and bright yella een, and lang claws,’ ....  an teeth .... ‘as sherp as nails.’ Think up or leuk up some ither Scots or English words, images (word pictures) or similes (comparisons using like or as) tae describe him or the forester and then dae a drawing / painting o ane o them.

Reading, Writing and Performing a Drama Script
1. Reread the dialogues the wolf has with Wee Reid and with Grannie. 

2. Practise reading these lines in pairs and then choose one of the dialogues to read to others in your group. Each group could then choose a pair to perform to the whole class.

3. Working in pairs, write your own short drama script, e.g. between Wee Reid and her mother after she returns home or between Wee Reid, her Grannie and the forester. 
You could maybe record or film it and / or act it out once you have practised it and learned your lines. You should lay it out like this:
GRANNIE:	Wait till yer mammy hears aboot this!
WEE REID: 	Eh? Maybe better no tell her.
She picks up her basket.
FORESTER:	Lucky for the pair o ye that I leuked in.
Story Writing
Write a different ending to the story, starting either from where the wolf arrives at the cottage or from where Wee Reid comes in or when the forester arrives. Your ending could be serious, scary or funny or a bit of both. 
Whit if Grannie hadnae tellt him tae come in or she had locked the door, or whit if Wee Reid had ootsmertit / outsmarted / got the better o him? Or whit if the forester hadnae arrived, or hadnae arrived in time or if he wis feart fae the wolf? Or the wolf wis tryin tae save her fae somebody else, e.g. the forester?

Rating the Stories 
If you have read three or more stories, or even all of them, list them in your order of preference, from 1 for your favourite one and the highest number for your least favourite one. If you can, give reasons for your choices.
The give each story a rating from 1- 5 stars with one star = the poorest / one you liked least or did not like and 5 stars = the very best. Also add word or two after the rating, e.g. pure brilliant, very funny or very silly, scary, bowfin, rotten, only for goats or best for bairns etc.

Comparing Stories 
(a task for older children)

If you have read more than one of these stories, can you say which one you liked best or liked better than another one. 
Did you maybe think one was scarier? Which story or part of a story was the scariest in your opinion? Maybe this was because of what the characters were like, what they did or wanted to do, or the way they spoke, or the words the author used to describe them or another reason.
Did you maybe find one funnier than another one?  Which story or part of a story was the funniest in your opinion? Maybe this was because of what the characters were like, or the way they spoke, or the words the author used to describe them or another reason.
Did you maybe find one kept you guessing and wondering more, e.g. because you weren’t sure how it would end, or it kept you waiting to find out longer (i.e. it used suspense), or it made you wonder if it would maybe end differently from what you expected? 
Did you maybe find one story more believable or less dependent on magic and good kings / handsome princes and helpless girls? Or maybe you liked it better because it had more magic and fantastical things in it?
Discuss this with a partner and then write your own opinion.

Writing a Review
Write a short review of one of the stories or a film or cartoon or pantomime version of it and give it a rating as above. You need to remind your readers what it is about, where or when it takes place and who is in it. You should explain why you liked or didn’t like it, or liked some things but maybe not others and try to give reasons for your opinion. You could also maybe give someone else’s opinion, either agreeing or disagreeing with yours. 

Different Versions of the story
Compare The Wee Book Scots version with another version of the story in English. There are many different versions in fairytale books and there are various different ones to be found online.  Here is a much shorter version of the story:
One day, Little Red Riding Hood’s mother said to her, “Take this basket of goodies to your grandma’s cottage, but don’t talk to strangers on the way!” Promising not to, Little Red Riding Hood skipped off. On her way she met the Big Bad Wolf who asked, “Where are you going, little girl?” “To my grandma’s, Mr. Wolf!” she answered.
The Big Bad Wolf then ran to her grandmother’s cottage much before Little Red Riding Hood, and knocked on the door. When Grandma opened the door, he locked her up in the cupboard. The wicked wolf then wore Grandma’s clothes and lay on her bed, waiting for Little Red Riding Hood.
When Little Red Riding Hood reached the cottage, she entered and went to Grandma’s bedside. “My! What big eyes you have, Grandma!” she said in surprise. “All the better to see you with, my dear!” replied the wolf. “My! What big ears you have, Grandma!” said Little Red Riding Hood. “All the better to hear you with, my dear!” said the wolf. “What big teeth you have, Grandma!” said Little Red Riding Hood. “All the better to eat you with!” growled the wolf pouncing on her. Little Red Riding Hood screamed and the woodcutters in the forest came running to the cottage. They beat the Big Bad Wolf and rescued Grandma from the cupboard. Grandma hugged Little Red Riding Hood with joy. The Big Bad Wolf ran away never to be seen again. Little Red Riding Hood had learnt her lesson and never spoke to strangers ever again.

Points to Consider
Do you find this short version easier or harder to read? Why? 
Which version is more enjoyable to read or would be more fun / entertaining to hear? Why?
What does this shorter version leave out and how is the ending different? 
Which ending do you prefer? Why?
Is there any difference in the way the characters behave or in the way they are described / not described?
Is there any fear, tension suspense or humour in the short version? Why?
Which version do you prefer and why? Is this because of the language or description, characters or dialogue used or not used or any other reason?

Writing
Noo awa an write yer ain fairy tale: funny, serious, sad, scary, horrific or whitever. An if ye think it’s guid enough, try reading it tae some younger weans / bairns / children.


Further Reading

If you liked The Wee Book o Fairytales, look out for Itchycoo’s translations into Scots of Hans Christian Andersen’s Fairyales and Grimm’s Fairytales. See the Itchycoo website for further details.
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