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BAMPOTS AND HEROES
Unit of Work
Hercules (Bampots and Heroes) is a picture book in Scots, written by Matthew Fitt and illustrated by Bob Dewar. Published by Itchy Coo, its ISBN is 9781845020569. It describes the Twelve Labours (or Trauchles) of Hercules. The stories were published earlier in the anthology Hoose o Haivers (and with Heracles as the hero), without any illustrations.
Bampots and Heroes runs to 58 pages, and the illustrations are both sympathetic and effective. The Scots is readily accessible, and the tales have a distinctive comic ‘spin’.
For educational use, the book could readily be used in the Primary classroom, but is just as amenable to Secondary use; indeed, a number of Secondary teachers of English already make use of it with younger classes in the Broad General Education. For this reason, tasks in this Unit of Work are differentiated appropriately.
Unit Structure
This unit is constructed on the familiar Core + Extension + Support model. Core tasks to be undertaken by everybody are mostly Reading tasks involving Talking and Listening, with Pair and Group discussion on a selection of the ‘Trauchles’, and featuring Scots-based language and imaginative work. Most of these tasks address Level 2 skills, though effective performance may display work of Level 3 quality. Extension tasks follow a similar pattern, but look more closely at a range of versions of the Labours, and focus on points of comparison. For this reason, they seek to address Level 3 skills. Support tasks involve use of questions and cloze to aid and test comprehension, using fairly straightforward reading strategies. Which tasks are to be undertaken and in what order, will be that combination of pupil choice and teacher discretion.
Classroom Practice
Although this text and these tasks can be approached in many different ways, certain guiding principles were involved in constructing the unit from the outset:
· Classroom reading aloud by the teacher will be hugely important (though this is not to dismiss the use of pair reading, or recordings, or other variations on the theme). Part of what we all have to do is to articulate and enunciate Scots words. They are important as part of our culture and history, but their survival is not a given. Their sound, meaning and richness must be passed on to our children. Similarly, reading them aloud must be fitted in as part of the process.
· Discussion – open-ended, free and frequent – is also a required part of the process. ‘Process’ being the key word. Building up enthusiasm and willingness to talk over these tasks should be seen as a key element in the use of these materials.


· Making use of the book’s illustrations – however this is to be done – should also be a key part of the process. It is well-known that picture books reach areas of pupil understanding that prose text alone cannot. The illustrations add vim and vigour to the Scots tales, and help add to their distinctive humour. They should, also, be an irreducible part of classroom use.
· Where possible, the written aspect of tasks should also be encouraged. Part of our aim should be to give pupils the chance to develop, imitate and expand their skills in using Scots as if it belonged to them – because it does.
· Tasks and Content. The main thrust of the tasks is to broaden and develop Reading skills. Most of the activities call for straightforward analysis at word level, and highlight how effective Scots is at expressing emotions. When it comes to considering more traditional aspects of Reading, it should be pointed out that Hercules (although heroic) is a rather simple character; so there is little scope for depth of characterisation, or its analysis. However, the basic approach of attempting analysis, then backing this up with textual evidence is also included.

Organisational approaches
In the grid below, unit tasks are tabulated against the Experiences and Outcomes they address…

	Core Assignments
	
	
	

	T1(a)  2.05(L&T)/3.05
	T1(b)  2.09(Rg)/3.09
	
	

	T4(a)  2.04(L&T)/3.04
	T4(b)  2.17(Rg)/3.17
	T4(c)  2.16(Rg)/3.16
	

	T5(a)  2.04(L&T)/3.04
	T5(b)  2.16(Rg)/3.16
	
	

	T6(a)  2.04(L&T)/3.04
	T6(b)  2.16(Rg)/3.16
	T6(c)  2.19(Rg)/3.19
	

	T9-11(a)2.14(L&T)3.14
	T9-11(b)2.16(Rg)/3.16
	T9-11(c)2.19(Rg)/3.19
	

	
	
	
	

	Extension Assignments
	
	
	

	Ex1(a) 3.16(Rg)/3.19
	Ex1(b) 3.16(Rg)/3.19
	Ex1(c) 3.16(Rg)/3.19
	

	Ex2(a) 3.19 (Rg)
	Ex2(b) 3.31 (Wg)
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Support Assignments
	
	
	

	S1-12
	2.13(Reading)
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… and into a  more detailed Unit Planner incorporating Benchmarks and Self Assessment Statements.
	Focus for block/unit
	Bampots and Heroes

	Continuous Assessment Focus
	Development of Discussion skills (sp. Expressing/sharing opinions)
Development of Reading skills (mostly literal and inferential)
(Optional Ext) Writing (from modelling)

	Es and Os to be covered by unit
	2.04a; 2.05a; 2.09a; 2.13a; 2.14a; 2.16a; 2.17a; 2.19a
(optional) 3.16a; 3.19a; 3.31a

	Learning Intentions
	Pupils will, through reading and discussion
· Understand the key feature of selected short texts in Scots
· Develop understanding and ability to analyse plot, and related stylistic features, with a particular emphasis on word choice and characterisation
· Share opinions, and develop the complexity of these
· Respond to literal, inferential and evaluative questions
· (optional) Identify and discuss similarities and differences between different types of text, and explore these in their own writing

	Teaching and Learning Activities
	· Read and discuss selected ‘trachles’ in pairs/groups
· Practise and develop Understanding Reading skills as appropriate
· Discuss characterisation and word choice, and other stylistic features appropriate to genre
· Identify purpose, main ideas and supporting detail contained in a text …
· … and organise and present this information in different ways


	Assessment Evidence Opportunities
	Pair and group/class discussion (by observation)
Understanding Reading Skills (as required)
Discussion of Inferential and Evaluative Reading questions, on various stylistic features
(optional) Create a short text in a related genre

	Mid unit Assessment Task 
	N/A

	Success Criteria 
	I can: N/A

	Final Assessment Task N/A
Ongoing Continuous Assessment
	
See above

	Success Criteria
	I can:
· Identify the purpose of my chosen text
· Identify its main ideas, and show supporting evidence
· Organise notes about these appropriate to my purpose
· Communicate my ideas and opinions clearly
· Use different reading methods to understand meaning
· Use my notes to show understanding
· Make relevant comments about language features (eg vocabulary)
· Make relevant comments about inferential and evaluative questions, with particular focus on word choice and characterisation
· Recognise writers’ techniques used to influence the reader
· (optional) Discuss similarities and differences between texts
· (optional) Create a text of my own using models

	Input/Support provided
	Class reading of texts; audio version; glossary of Scots words

	Time Allocated
	6 – 8 hours




Further Work
No mention has been made in the above of interdisciplinary learning, or use of non-fiction, or of related media texts. It should be realised that the scope for this is extensive – far more than can be delineated here. It should, however, be pointed out that the illustrations alone offer many opportunities to explore visual literacy without considering any other texts …

BAMPOTS AND HEROES

Trauchle Wan The Lion o Nemea
Top Ten Tremblers (LIT L&T 2.05)
Listen to your teacher read the story out loud.
Then note down up to 10 things about the lion which made it a frightening creature.
Discuss it with your partner, then agree which was Top Trembler Number 1, then Number 2 etc..
If you can, give a reason for the ones you choose.
The WIRD WALL Building a Description (LIT Rg 2.09)
	
	
anither dab
	
A thoosan middens
	
For aw the tatties

	
In a piece
	
boonced aff
	
rummlin ocean
	
thrappled

	
a tenement
	

	
A shooer
	
dirks in a kiltie’s soack



Re-read the story yourself.
Take each of the words out of the wird wall, and complete the description it helps to make up. Can you say which each description means?
Can you why each is good description? Why?


Trauchle Fower The Erymanthian Boar
Listen to your teacher read the story out loud.
Discuss it with your partner, then agree which words or phrases made Boar sound fierce, or funny, or a combination of the two…
If you can, give reasons for your choices.
Fierce – or Funny – or Baith! (LIT L&T 2.04), (LIT Rg 2.13)
	
Fierce
	
Funny
	
Bit o Baith

	tusks as long as spears
	The beast had knocked the bunnets aff the auld men’s heids
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


 
Re-read the story yourself, then …
Don’t answer the question, QUESTION the ANSWER.
From the story, write down appropriate questions to match the answers below. (LIT Rg 2.17)
1. Deid
2. He was in a terrible mood
3. The boar was capable of anything
4. It was Hercules’ best choice
5. Hercules let oot a lood, lug-rattlin roar
6. Because it was snowing
7. It was so tired
NOW Write down some sentences telling which of the two tasks was more difficult, and why. 


Trauchle Five The Muckin o Augeas’s Byre
Listen to your teacher read the story out loud.
Then, discuss it with your partner, then in no more than 20 words tell how Hercules cleaned the byre. (LIT L&T 2.04)
Re-read the story yourself, then fill in the tables below… (LIT Rg 2.16)
HOW STINKIN WAS THE STENCH??
Note down how the smell is described, then give each description a score from 1–5 (with 5 being pure bowfin, and 1 being only just nose-noticeable)
	DESCRIPTION
	SCORE

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



And same again, only go into the byre. HOW MANKY WAS THE MIDDEN??
	DESCRIPTION
	SCORE

	
	

	
	



Now try this one, without a table, and no numbers! And put in some sentences to back up what you say …
HOW EVIL WAS EURYSTHEUS??


Trauchle Six The Stymphalian Craws
Listen to your teacher read the story out loud.
Eurystheus Again
How has Eurystheus changed by the time we reach this trauchle?
How do you know?
Take notes after discussing. (LIT L&T 2.04)
Re-read the story yourself.
The Craws and the Danger Factor
In sentences, note down all the descriptions you can find which show just how dangerous the Craws are. If you can, try to explain how the descriptions manage this (LIT Rg 2.16)
Well Chosen Words (ENG Rg 2.19)
Find up to 10 words or phrases in the second half of the story which don’t just describe well, but also SOUND good.

1. 
2. The Lion of Nemea
[bookmark: _Hlk498421181]	Re-order these points so that you retell the story of the task
· Heracles shouted a challenge
· He tried to kill it with his sword
· He took the dead lion back to Eurystheus
· Everyone was frightened of the lion
· The king was frightened but gave him his next task
· He threw a spear at it
· He hit it with his club to daze it 
· Inside it was sleeping 
· He strangled it 
· Outside there was a terrible smell from the bones of its victims
· They led to its den
· Heracles found a trail of its footprints

3. The Hydra
	Re-order these points so that you retell the story of the task
· However, he did work out how to kill it
· It killed travellers, and drank their blood 
· But when he cut off one of its heads, two grew in its place
· When he next cut off a head, he burnt the neck to stop it growing back
· The Hydra was a monster
· He went back to the palace
· It lived in marshes
· He told Iolaus, his friend, to fetch a burning stick
· It had the body of a dog, but the heads of nine snakes
· Soon all the heads were cut off, and it was dead
· Heracles first attacked it by firing burning arrows into its lair 

4. The Cerynitian Hart
	Fill in the missing words to re-tell the story
· The Cerynitian Hart was a more task
· It had to be alive
· What made this was that it was by the Artemis
· It was also so that it took him a long to up with it
· When he finally got to it, he its leg with an to stop any 
· Artemis him doing this
· She was ready to him for it
· When he explained the , and his , she relented
· He took the back to the 

5. The Erymanthian Boar
[bookmark: _Hlk498422220]	Fill in the missing words to re-tell the story (Here, the number in brackets tells how many words)
· The Erymanthian Boar was another (2)
· Eurystheus decided it had to be (2)
· Heracles tracked the boar first by its (3)
· Then he found its footprints, and (2)
· Heracles realised its size and (2) made it too difficult for a (2)
· So he frightened it by making a (2) behind it
· This scared it off into (2)
· As it ran upwards it (2) in the snow
· This allowed Heracles to (2)
· He (2) to the palace

6. The Augean Stables
[bookmark: _Hlk498424736]Fill in the missing words to re-tell the story
· The Augean stables was a kind of task
· These had not been out for 100 years
· The dirt and manure were thick that the animals kept there could move
· Also, the whole place smelt 
· Instead of using his shovel to scrape away the dirt, Heracles used it to a nearby stream
· The water from the stream through the stables and took away the dirt
· Once the stables were , he returned the stream to its course
· Then he returned to the 

7. The Stymphalian Craws
[bookmark: _Hlk498431785]	Re-order these points so that you retell the story of the task
· Neither could he get to the island by boat
· They attacked and killed unlucky travellers
· Then he could use his bow and arrows to kill them 
· The Stymphalian Craws were cruel birds with sharp, hard beaks and claws
· She answered his prayer, and gave him a rattle to attract the birds
· They lived on an island in the middle of boggy land
· Once Heracles used this, they attacked him
· Once they were all dead, he returned to the palace
· He prayed to Athena to help him
· Heracles nearly drowned when entering the bog


8. 
9. The Cretan Bull
[bookmark: _Hlk498432168]	Fill in the missing words to re-tell the story
· Heracles’ next task took him to 
· He reached there after a long and dangerous 
· Minos the was about to hide from the rampaging 
· He found the bull banging its head off the city wall
· He shouted to challenge it
· It made a mad towards him
· But at the last he lunged out its way
· And quickly jumped on its 
· It charged around trying to him
· But after a week it was , and could be up
· When Heracles brought the bull back to the 
· Eurystheus could only show 
· So Heracles loosed the , and Eurystheus had to hide while it rampaged around

10. The Cuddies o Diomedes
	Re-order these points so that you retell the story of the task
· When they arrived at the palace of Diomedes, they saw the horses eating in the courtyard
· And soon the battle was won
· But Heracles, who distrusted Diomedes, spoke in a friendly way to him
· Eurystheus – still in hiding – sent a message that the next task was to get the cuddies o Diomedes
· So that they could steal the horses at night
· But when they went to the ship they found the horses had killed and eaten Abderus
· However, Diomedes discovered them doing so, and there was a battle
· It turned out they were eating the previous guests
· Heracles was so angry he fed the dead body of Diomedes to the horses
· Heracles had heard bad things about Diomedes, so took some soldiers with him
· Heracles sent his bravest man, Abderus, down to the ship with the horses

11. 
12. Hippolyta’s belt
[bookmark: _Hlk498432450]	Re-order these points so that you retell the story of the task
· They all got a friendly reception from the Amazons
· And gave him her belt
· Hera took a hand
· Eurystheus told Heracles to bring back the belt of Hippolyta, queen of the Amazons, for his daughter
· Back in the palace, Heracles was furious at the death of some of his men
· Heracles took his soldiers with him
· Heracles explained to Hippolyta why they had come
· Killing some of his men on the way
· He threw the belt at Eurystheus
· They chased Heracles and his men to the ship
· She made the Amazons think Hippolyta would be killed
· Although at first she was angry, she sympathised with Heracles
· But just when Heracles thought they were going well

13. The Kye o Geryon
[bookmark: _Hlk498433072]	Fill in the missing words to re-tell the story
· For his next task, Heracles had to seek out and his 
· He was a who lived in a 
· Heracles ran out of in the desert, and was soon dying of 
· He was so angry he fired an at Helios, the Sun God
· But this made Helios angry, and he made the even hotter
· Nearly dead, Heracles found Geryon – but he would not give up his 
· Just as he was about to kill Heracles, Helios relented and sent a of water down
· This Heracles, who hit out at Geryon
· So hard that he knocked him out into 
· Heracles took the cattle back to the palace

14. 
15. The Gowden Aipples o the Hesperides
	Re-order these points so that you retell the story of the task
· And the tree of the Hesperides
· Heracles had to hold up the sky while Atlas got them
· Atlas got three apples, but wouldn’t go back to his old job
· So he tried even harder to defeat him 
· They would be at the ends of the earth
· But Heracles tricked him into holding up the sky again
· He told him to get the gowden aipples o the Hesperides
· It took Heracles three years to sail to the ends of the earth
· Only Atlas could do that 
· Eurystheus was annoyed that Heracles had been succeeding with his tasks
· The brightness of the golden apples made him cover his eyes
· Atlas told him to kill the dragon, but he could not touch the apples
· Nobody knew if they actually existed
· He asked Atlas for advice
· And they were guarded by a seven-headed dragon
· Then he ran to his ship, and sailed back to the court of Eurystheus
· Near to Atlas, who held the sky up in place
· But the goddess Athene told him where to look
· When he got there, he saw Atlas holding the sky on his shoulders


16. 
17. Cerberus the fufty heidit dug
	Fill in the missing words to re-tell the story
· The last from Eurystheus was the most of all
· Heracles had to go to the and bring back 
· Cerberus was the fifty-headed which the Underworld
· As well as his many , he had all over his body
· Some were , and his tail was a boa 
· When the dead crossed the River , Cerberus would let them into the Underworld, but never let them 
· First Heracles had to the River 
· At first , the ferryman, wouldn’t take Heracles
· Because he was still 
· But Hercules lost his after all he had been 
· And him. That was 
· Hercules got Cerberus easily 
· But the fight when he tried to out
· He got by the deadly boa constrictor that was Cerberus’s 
· But to cut himself 
· Next he began to off the snake heads
· Then he the dog until it gave 
· He it back to the palace
· But Eurystheus wasn’t 
· Instead, was there
· He told Heracles he had lifted the 
· By so many monsters
· His tasks were 




CHECKING YOUR ANSWERS
1. The Lion of Nemea
· Everyone was frightened of the lion
· Heracles found a trail of its footprints
· They led to its den
· Outside there was a terrible smell from the bones of its victims
· Inside it was sleeping
· Heracles shouted a challenge
· He threw a spear at it
· He tried to kill it with his sword
· He hit it with his club to daze it
· He strangled it
· He took the dead lion back to Eurystheus
· The king was frightened but gave him his next task

2. The Hydra
· The Hydra was a monster
· It had the body of a dog, but the heads of nine snakes
· It lived in marshes
· It killed travellers, and drank their blood
· Heracles first attacked it by firing burning arrows into its lair
· But when he cut off one of its heads, two grew in its place
· However, he did work out how to kill it
· He told Iolaus, his friend, to fetch a burning stick
· When he next cut off a head, he burnt the neck to stop it growing back
· Soon all the heads were cut off, and it was dead
· He went back to the palace

3. The Cerynitian Hart
· The Cerynitian Hart was a more challenging task
· It had to be captured alive
· What made this difficult was that it was protected by the goddess Artemis
· It was also so fast that it took him a long time to catch up with it
· When he finally got close to it, he pierced its leg with an arrow to stop any escape
· Artemis caught him doing this
· She was ready to punish him for it
· When he explained the curse, and his punishment, she relented
· He quickly took the deer back to the palace

4. 
4. The Erymanthian Boar
· The Erymanthian Boar was another difficult task
· Eurystheus decided it had to be captured alive
· Heracles tracked the boar first by its trail of destruction
· Then he found its footprints, and followed them
· Heracles realised its size and sharp tusks made it too difficult for a straightforward attack
· So he frightened it by making a loud noise behind it
· This scared it off into the mountains
· As it ran upwards it exhausted itself in the snow
· This allowed Heracles to trap it
· He returned it to the palace

5. The Augean Stables
· The Augean stables was a different kind of task
· These had not been cleaned out for 100 years
· The dirt and manure were so thick that the animals kept there could barely move
· Also, the whole place smelt terrible
· Instead of using his shovel to scrape away the dirt, Heracles used it to divert a nearby stream
· The water from the stream poured through the stables and took away the dirt
· Once the stables were clean, he returned the stream to its former course
· Then he returned to the palace

6. The Stymphalian Craws
· The Stymphalian Craws were cruel birds with sharp, hard beaks and claws
· They attacked and killed unlucky travellers
· They lived on an island in the middle of boggy land
· Heracles nearly drowned when entering the bog
· Neither could he get to the island by boat
· He prayed to Athena to help him
· She answered his prayer, and gave him a rattle to attract the birds
· Once Heracles used this, they attacked him
· Then he could use his bow and arrows to kill them
· Once they were all dead, he returned to the palace


7. The Cretan Bull
· Heracles’ next task took him to Crete
· He reached there after a long and dangerous voyage
· Minos the king was about to hide from the rampaging bull
· He found the bull banging its head off the city wall
· He shouted to challenge it
· It made a mad charge towards him
· But at the last moment he lunged out its way
· And quickly jumped on its back
· It charged around trying to dislodge him
· But after a week it was exhausted, and could be chained up
· When Heracles brought the bull back to the palace
· Eurystheus could only show ingratitude
· So Heracles loosed the bull, and Eurystheus had to hide while it rampaged around

8. The Cuddies o Diomedes
· Eurystheus – still in hiding – sent a message that the next task was to get the cuddies o Diomedes
· Heracles had heard bad things about Diomedes, so took some soldiers with him
· When they arrived at the palace of Diomedes, they saw the horses eating in the courtyard
· It turned out they were eating the previous guests
· But Heracles, who distrusted Diomedes, spoke in a friendly way to him
· So that they could steal the horses at night
· However, Diomedes discovered them doing so, and there was a battle
· Heracles sent his bravest man, Abderus, down to the ship with the horses
· And soon the battle was won
· But when they went to the ship they found the horses had killed and eaten Abderus
· Heracles was so angry he fed the dead body of Diomedes to the horses

9. Hippolyta’s belt
· Eurystheus told Heracles to bring back the belt of Hippolyta, queen of the Amazons, for his daughter
· Heracles took his soldiers with him
· They all got a friendly reception from the Amazons
· Heracles explained to Hippolyta why they had come
· Although at first she was angry, she sympathised with Heracles
· And gave him her belt
· But just when Heracles thought they were going well
· Hera took a hand
· She made the Amazons think Hippolyta would be killed
· They chased Heracles and his men to the ship
· Killing some of his men on the way
· Back in the palace, Heracles was furious at the death of some of his men
· He threw the belt at Eurystheus
10. The Kye o Geryon
· For his next task, Heracles had to seek out Geryon and his cattle
· He was a warlock who lived in a desert
· Heracles ran out of water in the desert, and was soon dying of thirst
· He was so angry he fired an arrow at Helios, the Sun God
· But this made Helios angry, and he made the sun even hotter
· Nearly dead, Heracles found Geryon – but he would not give up his cattle
· Just as he was about to kill Heracles, Helios relented and sent a drop of water down
· This revived Heracles, who hit out hard at Geryon
· So hard that he knocked him out into space
· Heracles took the skinny cattle back to the palace

11. The Gowden Aipples o the Hesperides
· Eurystheus was annoyed that Heracles had been succeeding with his tasks
· So he tried even harder to defeat him
· He told him to get the gowden aipples o the Hesperides
· Nobody knew if they actually existed
· But the goddess Athene told him where to look
· They would be at the ends of the earth
· Near to Atlas, who held the sky up in place
· It took Heracles three years to sail to the ends of the earth
· When he got there, he saw Atlas holding the sky on his shoulders
· And the tree of the Hesperides
· The brightness of the golden apples made him cover his eyes
· And they were guarded by a seven-headed dragon
· He asked Atlas for advice
· Atlas told him to kill the dragon, but he could not touch the apples
· Only Atlas could do that
· Heracles had to hold up the sky while Atlas got them
· Atlas got three apples, but wouldn’t go back to his old job
· But Heracles tricked him into holding up the sky again
· Then he ran to his ship, and sailed back to the court of Eurystheus


12. Cerberus the fufty heidit dug
· The last task from Eurystheus was the most difficult of all
· Heracles had to go to the Underworld and bring back Cerberus
· Cerberus was the fifty-headed dog which guarded the Underworld
· As well as his many heads, he had snakes all over his body
· Some were poisonous, and his tail was a boa constrictor
· When the dead crossed the River Styx, Cerberus would let them into the Underworld, but never let them out
· First Heracles had to cross the River Styx
· At first Charon, the ferryman, wouldn’t take Heracles
· Because he was still alive
· But Hercules lost his temper after all he had been through
· And threatened him. That was enough
· Hercules got past Cerberus easily enough
· But the fight began when he tried to get out
· He got caught by the deadly boa constrictor that was Cerberus’s tail
· But managed to cut himself free
· Next he began to cut off the poisonous snake heads
· Then he choked the dog until it gave in
· He dragged it back to the palace
· But Eurystheus wasn’t there
· Instead, Zeus was there
· He told Heracles he had lifted the curse
· By killing so many cruel monsters
· His tasks were over


Taking your reading further

EX1(a) Discuss, then note down in what ways the following extract is the same, and in what ways different from ‘Trauchle Wan – The Lion o Nemea’.

‘What would you like me to do?’ (said Hercules).
‘Go to Nemea,’ said Eurystheus, with an evil smile. ‘A wild beast is causing trouble on my farms there.’
A few days later, Hercules arrived in the valley of Nemea. It was full of olive groves, and fields and farms, but everywhere was strangely quiet.
Suddenly, Hercules heard a low growling. He turned round, and there was an enormous lion staring at him with its yellow eyes.
‘So this is what he calls an interesting little job,’ Hercules murmured.
The lion roared and leapt at him, but Hercules dived out of the way. He scrambled to his feet, broke a thick branch off the nearest olive tree … and bashed the lion over the head.
Hercules returned to the palace, wearing the lion’s skin and carrying a big, olive-wood club.
Eurystheus was having his lunch, and nearly choked on it …
‘Anything else I can do for you, master?’ Hercules said cheerfully. 
(from Hercules the Hero, by Tony Bradman)


EX1(b) Discuss, then note down in what ways the following extract is the same, and in what ways different from ‘Trauchle Wan – The Lion o Nemea’.

Heracles set out, and near Nemea he met a shepherd who told him which way to go.
‘But you’ve no hope of killing that Lion,’ the shepherd warned him. ‘He has ravaged the land all about his lair, and nobody dares go near him. Still, I’ll make a sacrifice to Zeus, and perhaps he will at least give you an easy death.’
‘Wait thirty days,’ said Heracles shortly, ‘and if I have not returned by then, offer your sacrifice – but not to Zeus – to me, as a dead Hero!’ Then he went on his way, armed with his club, his bow, a quiver full of sharp-tipped arrows, and a great sword by his side.
For a long while he searched in vain, but at last one evening he discovered the den of the fearsome Lion, which had two entrances and was strewn with the bones of men and cattle.
Heracles waited near by, and presently the great tawny beast came prowling up the hillside, its mane streaked with the blood of its latest kill and its tongue licking the great bearded chin.
Setting an arrow to the string, Heracles drew it to his ear and loosed. The swift shaft hummed to its mark, but the sharp point rebounded from the Lion’s flank and fell harmlessly to the ground.
With a cry of rage, Heracles drew his sword and charged, lunging with all his strength at the Lion’s chest as the huge creature reared up on its hind legs to strike at him with its mighty claws. But the tempered iron bent as if it was lead, and the Lion, though it fell backwards, then crouched for a spring, roaring horribly.
Suddenly Heracles remembered the lion which he had slain on Cithaeron, and taking his club in both hands he dealt this one a smashing blow on the head. The Lion stood dazed for a moment, then fled to its lair, where it turned, snarling, to wait for its adversary.
Realising that no weapon could kill it, Heracles rushed into the cave with his cloak wrapped round one arm, and seized the Lion round the neck with the other. Then they rolled and wrestled on the ground, over and over, the Lion’s struggles growing ever weaker and weaker, until at last it lay dead, throttled by the mighty arm about its neck. Before it died it made one final effort and bit off one of Heracles’s fingers
When the beast was dead, and he had rested and recovered from the battle, Heracles flung the body across his shoulders and strode off towards Tiryns. On the way he found the shepherd getting ready the sacrifice, which he was quite certain would need to be offered to the ghost of the dead hero.
Heracles laughed when he saw what was happening. ‘I’ll join you in your prayers,’ he cried jovially, ‘but we’ll make them to great Zeus, the giver of victory. You cannot sacrifice to a living man!’
Then he returned to Tiryns, and flung down the grizzly carcass before Eurystheus, who squeaked with horror and indignation. 
(from Tales of the Greek Heroes by Roger Lancelyn Green)

EX1(c) Discuss, then note down in what ways the following extract is the same, and in what ways different from ‘Trauchle Wan – The Lion o Nemea’

The Lion of Nemea turned over his latest kill with a large, velvety paw. He did not do as other lions do and haul his dead meat up into the safety of a tree. For the scavenger had not been born that dared to rob the Nemean Lion.
A new scent tingled in his velvet nostrils – a smell of warm meat salty with sweat: a salt that longed to be licked, a meat that asked to be eaten, a smell that begged to be tasted. He stood on top of his kill and looked about.
The square, two-legged creature that he saw did not stir the lion’s slow-pumping heart. A small meal. But the strange way it was standing excited his curiosity. It was leaning on a massive club of wood, one foot crossed casually over the other, and its eyes fixed on him. It looks at me, but it surely 
cannot see me, or it would tremble, thought the lion as he went closer, closer, and closer still. In fact, he prowled tight round the legs of the two-legged creature, curling his tail round its shins and snuffing up the peculiar smell. Always before, these man-beasts had smelled of acrid, delicious fear. This prey smelled only of porridge and milk and the sweat of a long journey.
‘Raaow!’ said the lion, and his cavernous mouth opened as wide as the stocky shoulders of his prey. But the shoulders did not flinch. Instead, the creature set whirling the club in its fist, making mesmerising circles in front of the lion’s eyes, and brought the club down with Titanic force on the lion’s velvety head.
The Nemean Lion was thrown half a league by the blow … but landed on all four paws and came back at a run – a level-leaping run that ate up the ground. It launched itself at Hercules’ head, all teeth and gullet and reaching claws.
Hercules ducked.
The lion writhed in the air and landed, rampant, in a bed of cactus. Once again it rushed at Hercules and, opening its jaws, received the unexpected meal of a club of wood rammed into its throat. It chewed and spat and swallowed.
Fed with meat and wood, dazed with clubbing, and burning with cactus needles, the Nemean Lion turned for its cave, thinking to gather its strength. But as it ran, Hercules ran after it, right to the mouth of the cave and beyond. He braved the stench, he braved the bones, he braved the sudden dark. The lion shrank to a glimmering pair of green eyes; its roar swelled to an earthquake that threatened to burst the hollow cave. But Hercules did not slow his run until he felt his face collide with pelt, his hands tangle in the long-haired mane, and his knees clamp shut round the glassy hindquarters.
Half strangling the beast and half hanging on, he felt the gigantic artery beat in its foam-flecked neck. He felt the spinal cord through its beastly hide. He twisted and he wrung and he ground and he pounded until the lion – the terror of Nemea – flapped like a rug and its flexing hide gave off a cloud of dust and fleas.
He skinned it and he scraped the skin. He tore off his own clothes, spattered with his own blood, and he put on the lion’s pelt instead.
A city guard stared down from the wall of Argos and called timidly, ‘Who goes there? Man or beast?’
Hercules silenced him with a scowl and hurried on into the king’s palace. Over his shoulders hung the velvet forepaws of the Nemean Lion, and across his forehead snarled the jawless, velvet nose. Its tasselled tail dragged in the dust behind him, and the pelt rippled across his back as he moved. The hind paws of the skin were knotted round his waist and dangled past his knees.
King Eurystheus was just finishing his breakfast when the door opened and a lion, walking on its hind legs and wearing a human face, strolled in on him. The head lunged forward: Hercules was bowing.
When the servants found King Eurystheus, they could not persuade him to open the bedroom door for fully half an hour. His little voice piped through the latch, ‘Tell him to go away …’
(from Hercules retold by Geraldine McCaughrean)


EXT2(a) + (b) + (c) Shaping your Writing

In your groups, look closely at the writing skills used by Geraldine McCaughrean in the following two extracts. Copy out 3 or 4 sentences which work very well; then re-shape them, using different words to describe one of the other monsters Hercules has to tackle.

Beyond the next tree, Hercules almost trod on a sleeping head of the Hydra.
Like a gigantic python it was, although many of its teeth protruded through the thick, scaly lips. Without a second thought, Hercules drew his new, unbloodied sword and cut through the reptilian neck.
Instead of blood, a resinous gum welled in the wound – welled and swelled and formed a skin like scalded milk; swelled and healed and formed a green-pointed fork; welled and swelled until the forked ends bulged like rosehips with two new, born-blind heads. Both heads snarled. In both mouths, the teeth were already grown. And a spine-chilling whistle came from the nostrils on every outward breath.
Many more heroes must have fought the Hydra since Iolaus calculated the number of the heads. For now it had at least a hundred – a wilderness of swaying tendrils – and on the end of every tendril a vile, reptilian head. Like a squid or a great, fronded sea plant disturbed by a turning tide, the Hydra quivered, and all its eyes opened.
The swamp in which it was rooted was clogged with rags and bones and hair, as the grass is below an owl’s tree – the regurgitated waste from many, many meals. The heads ducked and weaved. It was impossible to count them, for they all looked alike, and all the mouths gaped with banks of needle-sharp, thorn-black teeth and pulsating, soft, red palates. The whistle grew almost deafening.
The bladebills of Stamphylia are not soft. There is no tender frailness in their skin-webbed wings. The brittle skeleton is razor-sharp, and the bones barely cushioned by flesh. A bladebill flies like a rattle of thrown sticks, and its claws sink deep into its prey. At the touch of yielding meat, its head begins to saw and its beak to slash and its claws to close in an ecstasy of greed. It shreds and tears and scatters, and a tongue as long and thin as an eel flickers about for the blood. A cow staggers under its weight, a straw roof buckles, and a man can do nothing but sink to his knees and die.
… Hercules dragged the dough (he had told the Stamphylians to make) out the mouth of the cave, tub after tub after tub. The bladebills ambushed him whenever he stepped outside. They swooped and tore at him. But the Nemean Lion’s skin defied their talons, and the sword of Hermes lopped off their trailing legs. Like crane flies on a summer night, more and more came rattling out of the sky. Hercules fended them off with Apollo’s arrows, so they soon turned to eating the dough instead.
Some plunged in their beaks and could not pull them out again. Some tore off lumps and swallowed them. The dough stuck in their gullets or weighted them down until their wings could not lift them. In some, the mildew poisoned them like lead in a swan; it turned their gray throats green and their brains an unruly purple, and they thrashed about, wounding the other birds.
Once blood was drawn, the birds overhead folded their wings and dived out the sky as cormorants plunge on fish in the sea. They did not fall on the dough or onto Hercules’ sword but onto their fellow birds. And while they gouged and fought and intertangled their spiny wings, Hercules waded in amongst them and notched the blade of Hermes’ sword on their sharp bones, their wire-sharp sinews.
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