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Precious and the Mischief at Meerkat Brae
Introduction
This unit of work follows on from the work provided for Precious and the Puggies. As with its predecessor, tasks are weighted towards Reading, and Talk and Listening arising from this. They are mostly rooted in Level 2, although the possibility of Progression is also explored, particularly in the evaluative activities based on the second half of the narrative. As previously, there is no attempt to provide a Core / Extension / Support framework; accessibility has been prioritised. Differentiation for different learners will be achieved mainly by the number of tasks overtaken successfully. Writing activities focus mainly on Functional tasks; Reading tasks are probably more analytical than with its predecessor, and offer more opportunities for comparison.
See the two tables below for Experiences and Outcomes grid, and unit of work planner.

	Chs 1&2
	
	
	

	1.
	2.15a
	2.09a
	2.25a 

	2.
	2.15a
	2.25a
	

	Chs 3&4
	
	
	

	1.
	2.05a
	2.15a
	2.25a

	2.
	2.05a
	2.15a
	2.25

	3.    (a)
	2.19a
	2.28a
	

	       (b)
	2.28a
	2.15a
	2.19a

	Chs 5&6
	
	
	

	1.
	2.19a
	
	

	2.
	2.19a
	2.17a
	

	3.
	2.19a
	2.28a
	

	4.
	2.15a
	2.17a
	2.28a

	Chs 7&8
	
	
	

	1.
	2.16a/3.16a
	2.19a/3.19a
	

	2.
	2.02a/3.02a
	2.19a/3.19a
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Take 5s
	2.17a
	
	

	Win … Meerkat Badge
	2.16a/3.16a
	
	




	Focus for block/unit
	Precious and the Mischief at Meerkat Brae

	Continuous Assessment Focus
	Though its basis will be in the Reading experience …
… this will primarily be expressed through Talking and Listening …
 … and as a detective narrative, this will also provide opportunities for developing and displaying organisational skills in Talking and Listening …
… and in Functional writing.

	Es and Os to be covered by unit
	2.02a; 2.05a; 2.06a; 2.07a; 2.08a; 2.09a; 2.15a; 2.16a; 2.17a; 2.18a; 2.19a; 2.26a; 2.30a; 2.31a;   3.02a; 3.16a; 3.19a

	Learning Intentions
	Pupils will, through reading and discussion
· Understand the main ideas of a longer text in Scots
· Understand / organise information and detail to show this
· Respond to a range of questions (literal, inferential, evaluative) with appropriate detail
· Make relevant comments about stylistic features of language (eg word choice, characterisation)
· Distinguish the difference between fact and opinion, and explain as appropriate
· Select and organise relevant information in writing appropriate to purpose
· Write functionally as appropriate to related  task 

	Teaching and Learning Activities 
	· Read and discuss the text
· Practise and develop Understanding Reading skills as appropriate
· Identify main ideas and supporting detail contained in a text
· …and organise and present this information in different ways
· Discuss word choice, characterisation, and other stylistic features
· … and employ them as appropriate to task
 

	Assessment Evidence Opportunities
	Pair and group discussion (by observation)
Understanding Reading skills (as required)
Discussion of inferential / evaluative reading questions; also those on various stylistic features
Creating short texts in related genres


	Mid unit Assessment Task
	N / A

	Success Criteria
	I can: N / A

	Final Assessment Task  N/A  
Ongoing Continuous Assessment
	
See Above

	Success Criteria
	I can:
· Identify the main ideas of the text, and show supporting evidence
· Organise notes about these as required
· Communicate my ideas and opinions clearly
· Use different reading methods to understand meaning
· Use my notes to show understanding
· Make relevant comments about language features (eg vocabulary)
· Create texts of my own, using information from my reading as appropriate

	Input/Support provided
	Class / individual reading of text; audio version; glossary p/cs of Scots words

	Time Allocated
	10–12 hours



The Meerkat Badge
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Precious and the Mischief at Meerkat Brae

Chapters 1 & 2 
1. How a hat can help. With a partner, find out 6 to 8 different kinds of hat. It’ll help if you can get some pictures of them) Then, after reading about Obed and the ostrich, think of some funny or unusual uses for the hats you’ve found. Note down your favourites.

2. “Teb and Pontsho must be gey puir” (page 19). Find, then note down the clues Precious finds in Chapter 2 to lead her to this opinion. Be careful! There are more than you would think.


Chapters 3 & 4 
1.	Take turns. 
In pairs, read Chapter 3. Take notes, under the heading Meerkat Encounter, of everything you can find out about Kosi the meerkat. 
Think of ways to organise what you find out, using headings like ‘Description’,’ Diet’, etc.

2.	Meerkat under the Microscope
Read over Chapter 4 carefully, with a partner. Draw the table below, and fill in what happens between Kosi and the cobra.

	What Kosi does
	Why?
	And the cobra …
	Why?







Precious and the Mischief at Meerkat Brae

3. (a)	 Look closely at Precious’s reactions during this chapter. Trace how these change, and why.
(b) “Wee and gallus” is how Precious describes Kosi in this chapter. Look over what you have written about the meerkat in this section, and put a (G) at the ports/words/descriptions where you think Kosi is “gallus”

Chapters 5 & 6
Meerkat on the loose.
1. 	WHIT A MOVER!
In Chapter 5, Khoei the Meerkat fair moves about a lot!
Find all the words which describe him moving then put them in the right column in this grid.
	       fast
	      slow
	      Funny







2.	Five For Fun. 
Take a note of the five funniest bits in Chapter 5. Then put them in order – which is funniest as 1, down to 5, least funny.
3.	In Chapter 5, find all the times people show they like Khosi the Meerkat.
4.	How good a detective is Precious? Look through Chapter 6, and list all the things Precious does which show she will be a good detective.
Chapters 7 & 8
1. 	Read Chapter 7. Then look back at Chapter 5. Reread it, then with a partner, discuss the similarities and differences between them under the following headings:
· The children
· Precious
· Adults
· Kosi
· The setting.
Do you notice any examples of the same words or descriptions being used in different ways?
2.	Discuss, in a group, how good this chapter is as an ending for the book. Note down your reasons.

TAKE FIVES
Chapter 1
1. What kind of plains have Botswana?
2. What was most well known about Obed?
3. What was Obed’s job then?
4. What is the most dangerous thing about an ostrich?
5. How big are their eggs? Wee, big, or massive?

Chapter 2
1. Why was Precious excited here?
2. Who was hiding in the shade of the tree?
3. “Detectives hae tae …”
4. Why did the new children stay with their grandparents?
5. How did Precious try to be a friend?


Chapter 3
1. What surprised Precious about the house?
2. More hats. What was strange about these ones?
3. Who was champing the grain?
4. What was Precious’s biggest surprise?
5. What was the hill’s name, and why?

Chapter 4: Answers for Questions
What questions match the following answers?
1. “They’re wabbit”
2. Around grandfather’s taes
3. That’s how they smell
4. “he lowped up in the air”
5. Because Kosi liked that
(Remember, some of these answers may match more than one question.)

Chapter 5
1. What seems to be Kosi’s favourite spot?
2. Why was Precious both “kittled up” and “fashed”?
3. Where was a “awfie braw place” for Kosi?
4. Why were the legs so interesting?
5. Why did Kosi choose that particular head?

Chapter 6
1. Why was Teb “greetin”?
2. How did Precious help?
3. What became clear behind the house?
4. How did the dry weather help?
5. Why did Kosi look to be enjoying himself on Pontsho’s shoulder?


Chapters 7 & 8: A Special Take 10
What questions match the following answers?
1. Sandy soil
2. Alang the side o a roch stoorie road
3. Going to mercat
4. They were all broony-reid
5. Meerkats are gleg in the uptak
6. Kosi has fund his freen
7. His legs were a wee bit shauchly and spirly
8. Awbody lickit their fingirs
9. Ye never ken whit ye micht find
10. Tottie weet neb snifterin 


WIN YOUR OWN MEERKAT BADGE
Level 4
Fin the wurd! 
Use the meaning tae fin the wurds oan the page
Chapter 3 It isn’t a lie to say something nice, Ch. 2 If you want to know, ask, Ch. 7 He turned round and sniffed the air, Ch. 5 To meerkats, legs are for climbing up, Ch. 6 She thought about what to do to clear things up, 
Ch. 1 Luckily, I remembered something, Ch. 4 so he wasn’t worried, 
Ch. 7 Well done, Ch. 8 They did it even more, Ch. 3 She saw smoke from the chimney

Level 5
Fin the phrase!
Use the meaning tae fin the wurds oan the page
Chapter 1 wandered and searched , Ch. 2 look over nervously, Ch. 2 made her sad , Ch. 3 on tenterhooks , Ch. 3 squint , Ch. 3 eavesdropping piece , Ch. 4 juicy , Ch. 4 stomach , Ch. 4 twisted , Ch. 4 sniff things


Level 6
Fin the wurds using the meanings
Chapters 1–3
1. You don’t have any idea

2. The two kids didn’t have shoes on

3. The stick was stuck up

4. Well-known for sharp needles

5. He wasn’t in the least scared

Chapters 4–6
6. My grandfather has big feet

7. You see something that frightens you

8. He took her aside

9. Don’t be shy

10. It was easy to get over
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